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• Gain confidence in identifying characteristics of the 

different assessment criteria, using the taxonomy.

• Understand the importance of accurately applying the 

assessment criteria.

• Appreciate the requirements for assessment.

• Have the opportunity to network with other teachers 

delivering the specification.

• Ask questions!

Aims and Objectives
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• Assessment grid and Taxonomy

• Warm up exercise 

• Marking GCSE live work, Component 1

• Feedback of marks

• Comfort break

• Marking GCSE live work, Component 2

• Feedback of marks

• Plenary

Agenda



● Assessment Objectives: 

DEVELOP, REFINE, 

RECORD, PRESENT

● Titles/areas of study

● Components

● Drawing

● Annotation

● Selection

● Grade Boundaries

● Moderation

● Exemplars and Support
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GCSE Art and Design 
Assessment Tools
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GCSE Art and Design
Taxonomy
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GCSE Art and Design Assessment Grid
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Exemplar materials
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GCSE Art and Design Notional Component 

Grade Boundaries 2023

Notional 

component 

grade 

boundaries

Max 

Mark

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U

Component 1 72 59 54 49 42 35 29 20 12 4 0

Component 2 72 58 53 48 41 35 29 20 12 4 0
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Performance Level 1: LIMITED
Mark range 1–12 out of 72 marks

Unstructured

Clumsy

Disjointed

Minimal

Elementary
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Performance Level 2: BASIC
Mark range 16–24 out of 72 marks

Deliberate

Methodical

Superficial

Unrefined

Simplistic

Tentative
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Performance Level 3: EMERGING COMPETENT

Mark range 28–36 out of 72 marks

Reflective

Predictable

Growing Control

Broadening

Endeavour

Safe
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Performance Level 4: COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT

Mark range 40–48 out of 72 marks

Informed

Purposeful

Secure

Engaged

Skilful

Thoughtful

Cohesive
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Performance Level 5: CONFIDENT AND ASSURED
Mark range 52–60 out of 72 marks

Advanced

Convincing

Comprehensive

Focused

Perceptive

Refined

Resolved

Risk-taking



16© Pearson Education 2023

Performance Level 6: EXCEPTIONAL
Mark range 64–72 out of 72 marks

Accomplished

Inspired

Intuitive

Insightful

Powerful

Extraordinary

Unexpected

Outstanding
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Warm up exercise

• The sample you are going to see is selected work 

from the live work we have here today. Component 1 

Textiles.

• Decide a performance level, just using the Taxonomy 

from your pack and looking at the work holistically.

• Best fit approach… just/mostly/fully?
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Performance level?



Just, mostly, fully?



Mark out of 72?
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Standard Mark of 48
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Component 1 Textile Design 
Standard Mark – 48 
Performance Level 4: Competent and Consistent

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4

Mark
12 13 12 11

Performance 

Level
4 5 4 4

Fully

competent 

and 

consistent  

ability

Just 

confident 

and assured 

ability

Fully

competent 

and 

consistent  

ability

Mostly

competent 

and 

consistent  

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy:

Informed, Purposeful, Secure, Engaged, Skilful, Thoughtful, Cohesive
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Component 1 Art, Craft and Design
Standard Mark – 70
Performance Level 6: Exceptional

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4

Mark
17 17 18 18

Performance 

Level
6 6 6 6

Mostly 

exceptional 

ability

Mostly 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy:

Accomplished, Inspired, Intuitive, Insightful, Powerful, Extraordinary, 

Outstanding
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Component 1 Art, Craft and Design
Standard Mark – 70
Performance Level 6: Exceptional

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4

Mark
17 17 18 18

Performance 

Level
6 6 6 6

Mostly 

exceptional 

ability

Mostly 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy:

Accomplished, Inspired, Intuitive, Insightful, Powerful, Extraordinary, 

Outstanding
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GCSE Art and Design assessment exercise 
Marking Component 1

For this activity you will need:

• A copy of the Taxonomy and the Assessment grid

• The answer sheet, to record your marks and make notes

You will look at 9 samples from different centres:

• 4 samples on Standard Marks (Photography, Textile Design, 

Graphic Communication and Art, Craft and Design)

• 5 samples for you to mark – with a total mark and a mark for each 

assessment objective (Textile Design, 2 × Fine Art, Photography, 

3D Design)
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SAMPLE 1 TEST 
Component 1 Textile Design 

Standard Mark – 18  (AO1:6 AO2:4 AO3:5 AO4:3)

Performance Level 2:  Basic (Unrefined, Simplistic, Tentative) 



60© Pearson Education 2023

SAMPLE 2 FAM
Component 1 Photography 

Standard Mark – 28  (AO1:7 AO2:7 AO3:7 AO4:7)

Performance Level 3:  Emerging Competent ( Reflective, Growing control) 
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SAMPLE 3 TEST 
Component 1 Fine Art

Standard Mark – 28  (AO1:7 AO2:7 AO3:7 AO4:7)

Performance Level 3: Emerging Competent (Growing control, Endeavour) 
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SAMPLE 4 TEST 
Component 1 Photography 

Standard Mark – 38  (AO1:9 AO2:10 AO3:9 AO4:10)

Performance Level 3/4:  Emerging Competent/Competent and Consistent (Engaged) 
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SAMPLE 5 FAM
Component 1 Textile Design 

Standard Mark – 48  (AO1:12 AO2:13 AO3:12 AO4:11)

Performance Level 4: Competent and Consistent (Informed, Purposeful, 

Secure, Engaged, Skilful, Thoughtful, Cohesive)
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SAMPLE 6 TEST
Component 1 Three- dimensional Design 

Standard Mark – 50    (AO1:12 AO2:13 AO3:12 AO4:13)

Performance Level 4/5:  Competent and Consistent/ Confident and Assured 

(Comprehensive) 



65© Pearson Education 2023

SAMPLE 7 TEST
Component 1 Fine Art

Standard Mark – 56  (AO1:13 AO2:14 AO3:14 AO4:15)

Performance Level 5: Confident and Assured (Convincing, Focused, 

Refined, Risk-taking) 
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SAMPLE 8 FAM
Component 1 Graphic Communication

Standard Mark – 61  (AO1:14 AO2:16 AO3:15 AO4:16)

Performance Level 5/6:  Confident and assured / Exceptional 

(Accomplished) 
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SAMPLE 9 FAM
Component 1 Art, Craft and Design

Standard Mark – 70  (AO1:17 AO2:17 AO3:18 AO4:18)

Performance Level 6: Exceptional (Accomplished, Inspired, Intuitive, 

Insightful, Powerful, Extraordinary, Outstanding)



Comfort Break
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GCSE Art and Design assessment exercise 
Marking Component 2

For this activity you will need:

• A copy of the Taxonomy and the Assessment Grid

• The answer sheet, to record your marks and make notes.

You will look at 11 samples from different centres:

• 5 samples on Standard Marks (2 × Fine Art, Photography, 3D 

Design, Textile Design)

• 6 samples for you to mark – with a total mark and a mark for each 

assessment objective (Textile Design , 2 × Art, Craft and Design, 

Graphic Communication, Photography)
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SAMPLE A TEST
Component 2 Textile Design 

Standard Mark – 13  (AO1:3 AO2:3 AO3:2 AO4:5)

Performance Level 1/2: Limited/Basic (Unrefined)
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SAMPLE B FAM
Component 2 Fine Art 

Standard Mark – 24  (AO1:6 AO2:6 AO3:6 AO4:6)

Performance Level  Basic: (Deliberate, Methodical, Superficial, Unrefined, 

Simplistic, Tentative)
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SAMPLE C TEST
Component 2 Art, Craft and Design 

Standard Mark – 30  (AO1:8 AO2:7 AO3:7 AO4:8)

Performance Level 3: Emerging Competent (Growing control, Endeavour, 

Safe)
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SAMPLE D FAM
Component 2 Photography 

Standard Mark – 30  (AO1:7 AO2:7 AO3:8 AO4:8)

Performance Level 3: Emerging Competent (Reflective, Growing control, 

Endeavour) 
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SAMPLE E TEST
Component 2 Graphic Communication 

Standard Mark – 43  (AO1:12 AO2:11 AO3:10 AO4:10)

Performance Level 4: Competent and Consistent (Informed, Purposeful, 

Engaged, Skilful)
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SAMPLE F FAM
Component 2 Three-dimensional Design 

Standard Mark – 48  (AO1:11 AO2:13 AO3:11 AO4:13)

Performance Level 4: Competent and Consistent (Informed, Purposeful, 

Secure, Engaged, Skilful, Thoughtful, Cohesive)
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SAMPLE G TEST
Component 2 Fine Art 

Standard Mark – 58  (AO1:15 AO2:13 AO3:15 AO4:15)

Performance Level 5: Confident and Assured (Advanced, Convincing, 

Comprehensive, Focused, Refined, Resolved, Risk-taking)
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SAMPLE H FAM
Component 2 Textile Design

Standard Mark – 59  (AO1:15 AO2:15 AO3:15 AO4:14)

Performance Level 5: Confident and Assured (Advanced, Convincing, 

Comprehensive, Focused, Refined, Perceptive, Risk-taking)
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SAMPLE I TEST
Component 2 Photography 

Standard Mark – 64  (AO1:16 AO2:16 AO3:16 AO4:16)

Performance Level 6: Exceptional (Accomplished, Insightful)
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SAMPLE J TEST
Component 2 Art, Craft and Design 

Standard Mark – 68  (AO1:17 AO2:17 AO3:17 AO4:17)

Performance Level 6: Exceptional (Accomplished, Inspired, Intuitive, 

Insightful, Powerful, Extraordinary, Outstanding)
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SAMPLE K FAM
Component 2 Fine Art 

Standard Mark – 70  (AO1:18 AO2:18 AO3:18 AO4:16)

Performance Level 6: Exceptional (Accomplished, Inspired, Intuitive, 

Insightful, Powerful, Extraordinary, Outstanding)
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Support
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Principal Moderator Report



Plenary and Questions
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
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